Thus, the ready-to-wear industry in Argentina involved Jewish migrant participation which, through daily work, made an impact on the establishment of new spaces of labor, on labor organization, and on the emergence of new actors. These, in turn, influenced the cultural, social, and economic history of Argentina. Starting from the broader question regarding the integration of the Jewish community in Argentina and how the establishment of an economic niche such as the garment industry facilitated this process, this chapter seeks to analyze the emergence of spaces of labor and informal networks among Jewish migrants at the beginning of the twentieth century. Based on an analysis of oral interviews and secondary bibliography, it delves into how the study of a migrant group with a strong ethnic identity can shed new light on a more conventional, established historiography on migration and labor.3 Therefore, I first provide the context for the arrival of Jewish immigrants, their social composition, and their integration into the labor market in Argentina. Second, I examine the role of ethnic networks in the garment world and the creation of new spaces of labor, as well as resulting new forms of production within this industry. Finally, I will present some concluding reflections.
Migration and Diversity
Jewish immigrants settled in Argentina from the mid-nineteenth century onward. However, it was only in the first decade of the twentieth centurydue to the persecutions in the Russian Empire-that Jewish migration rose dramatically. This increase continued during World War One and the interwar years, making these decades the period of the greatest expansion and growth for this community. While by 1908 the Jewish population numbered approximately 40,000, by 1932 it was estimated at 191,000.4 According to the 1947 official
